
2024/25 Product Guide

for the Read Side by Side Reading Program

Increase a love of reading 

while building reading skills!


The three-part program combines 

read-aloud, book clubs, and extended reading 


to increase a love of reading!

shop.readsidebyside.com



3rd Grade 

Poppy

The War with

Grandpa

Martin Luther

King, Jr.

Glory Be

Maniac Magee

Unit 


3.1

Unit 


3.2

Unit 


3.3

Unit 


3.4

Unit 


3.5

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Marvin Redpost

Why Pick on Me?

Jake Drake

Bully Buster

Beezus and

Ramona

I Am

Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks Who Was 

Rosa Parks?

Julian’s Glorious

Summer

Abby Takes

a Stand

Freedom

Train

Fudge-A-

Mania

Wall Ball Swindle

Teacher’s Sets Student NovelsBook Boxes Consumables

Book Reports & 

Sticker Books (3)

Book Club Notebook

Students will need (1) read-aloud and (1) book club novel. (1) per student

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Students explore the topic of conflict and themes of the Civil Rights Movement.  

Below On Above

Fantasy 
Talking Animals

Setting

Characters

Plot

Most important 
story element

What readers will 
think about

A realistic world (no magic).  
Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Animals are given human qualities in order to reveal 
     human nature. 
Some characters are foolish, while other characters 
     are wise. 
One character may prove to be the hero of the story, 
     while another character may prove to be the 
     villain of the story. 
A main character changes over time.

The main character must deal with a real-life 
     problem. 
The main character changes over time.

Character

How does the main character change over time? 
How do the characters reveal human nature?
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Realistic Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A realistic or believable place.            

The story is typically set in the present time.

Fictional characters who are believable. 

A main character who changes over time.

Character

The main character must deal with a real-life 

     problem. 

The main character changes over time. 

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices?
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Narrative Nonfiction 

Biography/Autobiography

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

Character 

Setting

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How has this person overcome challenges? 

How have circumstances shaped this person’s life?

A biography tells about the life of a person the 

     author believes to be important. 

An autobiography tells the story of the author’s life. 

The people are real and may include family 

     members, people of influence, and groups of 

     people.

The story tells about a person's life and 

     accomplishments. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.
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Historical Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story is attached to a specific event or time  

     in history.

Fictional characters who are believable in the context 

     of the story’s setting. 

Fictional characters who represent groups of people 

     from history. 

Key players (real people from history) who are 

     significant to the plot.   

A main character who changes over time.

The characters are impacted by actual 

     circumstances and events of the story’s setting. 

The main character changes over time.

Character 

Setting

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices? 

Which details in the story are facts, and which 

     details in the story are fiction?
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Legend

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

The story relates the person’s life accomplishments, 

     some of which have been embellished beyond 

     truth. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.

Character 

Setting

Which details are truthful, and which details have 

     been exaggerated? 

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How do a person’s circumstances shape his or her 

     life?

A real person from history whose story has been 

     embellished beyond the truth.
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Epic Fantasy

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A fantastical place.  

•A realistic world with fantastical elements 

•A fantastical world with realistic elements 

Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Fictional characters who are not necessarily 

     believable. 

A main character who changes over time.  

The main character is a good or moral person. 

An unexpected hero is revealed.

The main character changes over time. 

There is tension between good and bad, right and 

     wrong. 

A quest pattern is often found in this genre.

Character

How does the main character change over time?  

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong?

Quest Pattern 

1. A precious object must be found and possessed. 

2. The hero begins a long journey to find it. 

3. A series of tests reveals the hero. 

4. Guardians test the hero, and helpers assist the hero. 

5. Good overcomes evil.
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Genre Posters PD BooksCIA Posters Phonics Posters & Games

Below On Above

Below On Above

Below On Above

Portal



4th Grade 

Unit 


4.1

Unit 


4.2

Unit 


4.3

Unit 


4.4

Unit 


4.5

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Teacher’s Sets Student NovelsBook Boxes Consumables

Book Club Notebook

Students will need (1) read-aloud and (1) book club novel. (1) per student

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Students explore the theme of a journey as they study westward expansion!  

Below On Above

Below On Above

Book Club Notebook
Shoeshine


Girl
Because of

Winn-Dixie

How to Steal

A Dog

Below On Above

The Weeping

Werewolf

The Dragonslayers Into the Land

of the Unicorns

Going Along With

Lewis & Clark

The Year of

Miss Agnes

Riding 

Freedom

The Sign of

the Beaver

The Kids’ Book of

Canada’s Railway

Aurore of

the Yukon

Children of the

Gold Rush

Streams to 

the River

The Castle

in the Attic

Shiloh

All Levels

All Levels

Fantasy 
Talking Animals

Setting

Characters

Plot

Most important 
story element

What readers will 
think about

A realistic world (no magic).  
Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Animals are given human qualities in order to reveal 
     human nature. 
Some characters are foolish, while other characters 
     are wise. 
One character may prove to be the hero of the story, 
     while another character may prove to be the 
     villain of the story. 
A main character changes over time.

The main character must deal with a real-life 
     problem. 
The main character changes over time.

Character

How does the main character change over time? 
How do the characters reveal human nature?
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Realistic Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A realistic or believable place.            

The story is typically set in the present time.

Fictional characters who are believable. 

A main character who changes over time.

Character

The main character must deal with a real-life 

     problem. 

The main character changes over time. 

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices?
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Narrative Nonfiction 

Biography/Autobiography

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

Character 

Setting

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How has this person overcome challenges? 

How have circumstances shaped this person’s life?

A biography tells about the life of a person the 

     author believes to be important. 

An autobiography tells the story of the author’s life. 

The people are real and may include family 

     members, people of influence, and groups of 

     people.

The story tells about a person's life and 

     accomplishments. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.
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Historical Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story is attached to a specific event or time  

     in history.

Fictional characters who are believable in the context 

     of the story’s setting. 

Fictional characters who represent groups of people 

     from history. 

Key players (real people from history) who are 

     significant to the plot.   

A main character who changes over time.

The characters are impacted by actual 

     circumstances and events of the story’s setting. 

The main character changes over time.

Character 

Setting

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices? 

Which details in the story are facts, and which 

     details in the story are fiction?

Copyright © 2015 by Read Side by Side Publications, LLC.  All rights reserved. 

Legend

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

The story relates the person’s life accomplishments, 

     some of which have been embellished beyond 

     truth. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.

Character 

Setting

Which details are truthful, and which details have 

     been exaggerated? 

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How do a person’s circumstances shape his or her 

     life?

A real person from history whose story has been 

     embellished beyond the truth.
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Epic Fantasy

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A fantastical place.  

•A realistic world with fantastical elements 

•A fantastical world with realistic elements 

Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Fictional characters who are not necessarily 

     believable. 

A main character who changes over time.  

The main character is a good or moral person. 

An unexpected hero is revealed.

The main character changes over time. 

There is tension between good and bad, right and 

     wrong. 

A quest pattern is often found in this genre.

Character

How does the main character change over time?  

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong?

Quest Pattern 

1. A precious object must be found and possessed. 

2. The hero begins a long journey to find it. 

3. A series of tests reveals the hero. 

4. Guardians test the hero, and helpers assist the hero. 

5. Good overcomes evil.
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5th Grade 

Unit 


5.1

Unit 


5.2

Unit 


5.3

Unit 


5.4

Unit 


5.5

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Teacher’s Sets Student NovelsBook Boxes Consumables

Book Club Notebook

Students will need (1) read-aloud and (1) book club novel. (1) per student

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Book Club Notebook

Students explore themes of survival as they study the American & Industrial Revolutions!  

Below On Above

Below On Above

Book Club Notebook

Below On Above

Earthquake

Terror

I Survived

Hurricane Katrina

Kensuke's

Kingdom

Hatchet

Holes There’s a Boy in the 
Girls’ Bathroom

The Janitor’s

Boy

Wonder

Chains American

Revolution

All Levels

Kids at Work Iqbal Counting on

Grace

Lyddie

The City

of Ember

Among

the Hidden

First Light Code Orange

Below On Above

Fantasy 
Talking Animals

Setting

Characters

Plot

Most important 
story element

What readers will 
think about

A realistic world (no magic).  
Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Animals are given human qualities in order to reveal 
     human nature. 
Some characters are foolish, while other characters 
     are wise. 
One character may prove to be the hero of the story, 
     while another character may prove to be the 
     villain of the story. 
A main character changes over time.

The main character must deal with a real-life 
     problem. 
The main character changes over time.

Character

How does the main character change over time? 
How do the characters reveal human nature?
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Realistic Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A realistic or believable place.            

The story is typically set in the present time.

Fictional characters who are believable. 

A main character who changes over time.

Character

The main character must deal with a real-life 

     problem. 

The main character changes over time. 

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices?
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Narrative Nonfiction 

Biography/Autobiography

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

Character 

Setting

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How has this person overcome challenges? 

How have circumstances shaped this person’s life?

A biography tells about the life of a person the 

     author believes to be important. 

An autobiography tells the story of the author’s life. 

The people are real and may include family 

     members, people of influence, and groups of 

     people.

The story tells about a person's life and 

     accomplishments. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.
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Historical Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story is attached to a specific event or time  

     in history.

Fictional characters who are believable in the context 

     of the story’s setting. 

Fictional characters who represent groups of people 

     from history. 

Key players (real people from history) who are 

     significant to the plot.   

A main character who changes over time.

The characters are impacted by actual 

     circumstances and events of the story’s setting. 

The main character changes over time.

Character 

Setting

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices? 

Which details in the story are facts, and which 

     details in the story are fiction?
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Legend

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

The story relates the person’s life accomplishments, 

     some of which have been embellished beyond 

     truth. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.

Character 

Setting

Which details are truthful, and which details have 

     been exaggerated? 

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How do a person’s circumstances shape his or her 

     life?

A real person from history whose story has been 

     embellished beyond the truth.
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Epic Fantasy

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A fantastical place.  

•A realistic world with fantastical elements 

•A fantastical world with realistic elements 

Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Fictional characters who are not necessarily 

     believable. 

A main character who changes over time.  

The main character is a good or moral person. 

An unexpected hero is revealed.

The main character changes over time. 

There is tension between good and bad, right and 

     wrong. 

A quest pattern is often found in this genre.

Character

How does the main character change over time?  

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong?

Quest Pattern 

1. A precious object must be found and possessed. 

2. The hero begins a long journey to find it. 

3. A series of tests reveals the hero. 

4. Guardians test the hero, and helpers assist the hero. 

5. Good overcomes evil.
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6th Grade

Unit 


6.1

Unit 


6.2

Unit 


6.3

Set of 16 Titles

Set of 16 Titles

Teacher’s Sets Student NovelsBook Boxes Consumables

Book Club Notebook

Students will need (1) read-aloud and (1) book club novel. (1) per student

Set of 16 Titles

Book Club Notebook

Students explore the theme of the American Dream and the time period of 

the Great Depression to early World War II.

Below On Above

Book Club Notebook

Below On Above

All Levels

Genre Posters PD BooksCIA Posters Portal

Fantasy 
Talking Animals

Setting

Characters

Plot

Most important 
story element

What readers will 
think about

A realistic world (no magic).  
Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Animals are given human qualities in order to reveal 
     human nature. 
Some characters are foolish, while other characters 
     are wise. 
One character may prove to be the hero of the story, 
     while another character may prove to be the 
     villain of the story. 
A main character changes over time.

The main character must deal with a real-life 
     problem. 
The main character changes over time.

Character

How does the main character change over time? 
How do the characters reveal human nature?
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Realistic Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A realistic or believable place.            

The story is typically set in the present time.

Fictional characters who are believable. 

A main character who changes over time.

Character

The main character must deal with a real-life 

     problem. 

The main character changes over time. 

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices?
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Narrative Nonfiction 

Biography/Autobiography

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

Character 

Setting

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How has this person overcome challenges? 

How have circumstances shaped this person’s life?

A biography tells about the life of a person the 

     author believes to be important. 

An autobiography tells the story of the author’s life. 

The people are real and may include family 

     members, people of influence, and groups of 

     people.

The story tells about a person's life and 

     accomplishments. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.
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Historical Fiction

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story is attached to a specific event or time  

     in history.

Fictional characters who are believable in the context 

     of the story’s setting. 

Fictional characters who represent groups of people 

     from history. 

Key players (real people from history) who are 

     significant to the plot.   

A main character who changes over time.

The characters are impacted by actual 

     circumstances and events of the story’s setting. 

The main character changes over time.

Character 

Setting

How does the main character change over time? 

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

How do the main character’s circumstances impact 

     his or her choices? 

Which details in the story are facts, and which 

     details in the story are fiction?
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Legend

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story elements

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A real place that exists or existed in the past. 

The story begins in the past.

The story relates the person’s life accomplishments, 

     some of which have been embellished beyond 

     truth. 

The story is told chronologically, typically from birth 

     to present or death.

Character 

Setting

Which details are truthful, and which details have 

     been exaggerated? 

What is the significance of this person’s life? 

How do a person’s circumstances shape his or her 

     life?

A real person from history whose story has been 

     embellished beyond the truth.
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Epic Fantasy

Setting

Characters

Most important 

story element

What readers will 

think about

Plot

A fantastical place.  

•A realistic world with fantastical elements 

•A fantastical world with realistic elements 

Time is relatively unimportant or nonexistent.

Fictional characters who are not necessarily 

     believable. 

A main character who changes over time.  

The main character is a good or moral person. 

An unexpected hero is revealed.

The main character changes over time. 

There is tension between good and bad, right and 

     wrong. 

A quest pattern is often found in this genre.

Character

How does the main character change over time?  

How does the main character overcome challenges? 

What are the main character’s beliefs about right 

     and wrong?

Quest Pattern 

1. A precious object must be found and possessed. 

2. The hero begins a long journey to find it. 

3. A series of tests reveals the hero. 

4. Guardians test the hero, and helpers assist the hero. 

5. Good overcomes evil.
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The Westing

Game

When You 

Reach Me

The London

Eye Mystery

The Hound of

the Baskervilles

Children of 

the Dust Bowl

A Letter to 

Mrs. Roosevelt

Sylvia &

Aki

Out of 

the Dust

Esperanza

Rising

Four 

Perfect Pebbles

More products to support reading in class or at home!

Reading Kits Bookmarks Fiction Book Report Non Fiction Book Report



Already a preferred client?

We make it easy to reorder each year!


readsidebyside.com/back-to-school-2024

Bring the Read Side by Side Reading Program 

to your school!


We work with schools across the US and 
internationally. We would love to partner with you!

www.readsidebyside.com          info@readsidebyside.com          425-412-3724

shop.readsidebyside.com

http://readsidebyside.com/back-to-school-2024

